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A novel about refugee scams, immigration – and a grand piano
While refugee issues are the topic of much New Zealand non-fiction, they have featured less in New Zealand fiction. But Adrienne Jansen’s third novel, The Score, explores that territory. The Score takes a journey into the lives of a group of tenants in a block of council flats. They are refugees, migrants, locals, all thrown together in pursuit of an odd goal – to rebuild a smashed grand piano. 
This is familiar ground for Adrienne Jansen. She has written alongside many people to tell the refugee or migrant story, having published I have in my arms both ways: Life stories of 10 immigrant women; Borany’s Story; and most recently, The Crescent Moon: The Asian face of Islam in New Zealand, with photographer Ans Westra. Both her previous novels explored the territory where cultures come up against each other.
Adrienne says of The Score, “I hope it’s primarily a good page-turning story. But I always want a story to be more than that. This novel is about that sense of dislocation, of having left so much of oneself behind, that migrants, both refugees and migrants by choice, can experience. It’s also about an immigration scam, and how people can get caught up in something like a scam when they are at their most vulnerable. But it’s also about kindness, and what brings people together – in this case, music.’

She says, ‘Writing is often a way of making sense of experience. That’s why I think writing is so incredibly valuable for people who’ve changed countries, under many circumstances. For myself, I spent a large part of my life working with immigrant groups, or teaching ESOL, or living in mixed communities. Maybe in my own writing I’m just keeping on making sense of my own experience!”
The Score is available from new Wellington publishing house Escalator Press. 
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