
Exciting new NZ fiction for
senior students

Waitapu
by Helen Margaret Waaka
RRP $30.00
The 18 interlinked short stories of Waitapu provide 
a compelling portrait of a small NZ town. With a cast 
of lively characters – sisters Ruby and Rowena, the 
Tawhai boy, Eva who disappeared hitchhiking – these 
stories are poignant, wry, and perceptive. As Reina 
Whaitiri says, these stories are ‘real, authentic, 
close to the bone’ and great reading. 

Helen Waaka is an award-winning author.Waitapu, 
her debut collection, went straight to the NZ best- 
seller list.

Open Your Eyes, Jackson Ryder
by Rudy Castañeda López
RRP $30.00
Fifteen-year-old Jackson Ryder has always loved 
art, but after his mother’s death he must choose 
between his passion and his grieving father’s 
approval. Pulled from his New York home, Jackson is 
thrown into the melting pot that is California in the 
1960s, in a time defined by Kennedy’s assassination, 
the Civil Rights Movement, and The Beatles. Only 
his passion for art stops his world from spinning out 
of control.

This powerful coming-of-age story is about art, and 
about issues as current now as they were in the 
1960s. It’s the second novel from Rudy Castañeda 
López – Mexican-American artist, writer, and NZ 
high school teacher.

Escalator Press
Whitireia Media Centre

DX Box SX33471
15 Dixon St, Wellington 6011

info@escalatorpress.co.nz
www.escalatorpress.co.nz

Available from
   ♦ Bookstores
   ♦ Wheelers online
   ♦ www.escalatorpress.co.nz

Discussion notes on all of our books are available at 
www.escalatorpress.co.nz
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Fifteen-year-old Jackson Ryder has  
always loved art, but in the wake of 
his mother’s death, he must choose 
between his passion and his grieving 
father’s approval. Pulled from his New 
York home and thrust into the melting 
pot that is San Sebastiano, California, 
in the 1960s, Jackson finds himself 
embroiled in an era of assassination, 
an emerging art scene, the Civil Rights 
Movement and The Beatles. As he 
learns how to deal with life, death  
and a newfound interest in girls, 
drawing is the only thing stopping his 
world from spinning out of control.
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Jackson Ryder
Rudy Castañeda Lopez

Open Your Eyes, 

Escalator Press novels – great reads about compelling issues:
   ♦ The Score by Adrienne Jansen (immigrants in NZ)
   ♦ Run Thomas Run by Kate Carty (a refugee crisis)
   ♦ The Shark Party by Janet Colson (art and domestic violence)
   ♦ A Line of Sight by Adrienne Jansen (gun ownership)


